
Key Learning  Year Reception / 1 Science: Plants 

 

 

Reception: 

- Learn new vocabulary 

- Use new vocabulary 

- Engage in non-fiction books 

- Use new vocabulary in 

different contexts 

- Explore the natural world 

around them.  

-  Describe what they see, 

hear and feel whilst outside 

 

Year 1: 

- Use senses to explore and 

talk about plants.  

- Describe what a plant looks 

like.  

- Identify, name and 

describe the basic structure 

of common plants, including 

garden plants and trees, 

both deciduous and 

evergreen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
   

 
   

 Plants  Key Scientific Vocabulary 

  

 
 
                  
  

  

 
 

 



Investigation 

Questions 

    

 

• Explore what happens if 
sunlight and water aren’t 
provided.  
• How long do plants take to 
die if not given what they 
need?  
• Observe plants, draw and 
separate to find the roots. 
Stem, petal and leaves. 
 

Common Misconceptions 

Some children may think:  

• plants are flowering plants grown in pots 

with colored petals and leaves and a stem  

• trees are not plants  

• all leaves are green • all stems are green  

• a trunk is not a stem  

• blossom is not a flower 

• all plants need watering every day 

 

 

 

 


