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 Pupils should be taught to: 

 

*identify how sounds are made, 

associating some of them with 

something vibrating  

 recognise that vibrations from 

sounds travel through a medium to 

the ear  

 find patterns between the pitch 

of a sound and features of the 

object that produced it  

 find patterns between the volume 

of a sound and the strength of the 

vibrations that produced it  

 recognise that sounds get fainter 

as the distance from the sound 

source increases 
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Enquiry Types    

To identify how sounds are made, 

associating some of them with 

something vibrating. 

 

To find patterns between the 

volume of a sound and the strength 

of the vibrations that produced it.   

 

To recognise that vibrations from 

sounds travel through a medium to 

the ear. 

 

To explore how high and low sounds 

are created.  

 

To find patterns between the pitch 

of a sound and features of the 

object that produced it.   

 

To recognise that sounds get 

fainter as the distance from the 

sound source increases. 

 

To investigate the best material for 

absorbing sound. 

Common Misconceptions 

The volume and pitch of a sound are the same thing. 

 

Sound can only travel through air and not through solids and 

liquids. 

 

Sound can travel through a vacuum, such as space. 

 

Sound can be produced without using any materials. 

 

Hitting an object harder changes the pitch of the sound 

produced. 

 

Sound is slowed down by physical obstructions.  

 

Sound gets quieter as it travels further because it has 

‘faded out’ or run out of ‘energy’. 

 


