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Year 3 
 
Describe reasons for criteria for 
sorting and grouping, for 
example, number of legs, shape 
of leaf.  
 
Recognise and talk about 
different living things found in 
different places, for example, 
ponds, woods.  
 
Use a simple food chain, 
identifying and naming different 
sources of food. 
 
Identify ways in which an animal 
or plant is suited to its 
environment, for example, a fish 
having fins to help it swim.  
 
Year 4 
 
Describe features of plants and 
animal and compare similarities 
and differences between sub-
groups, recognising that all living 
things can be grouped in 
different ways.  
 
Explore and use classification 
keys to help to group, identify 
and name a variety of living 
things in the local and wider 
environment.  
 
Construct and interpret a variety 
of food chains, identifying 
producers, predators and prey.  
 
Recognise that environments can 
change and that this can pose 
dangers to living things.  
 
 
Describe the differences in the 

life cycles of a mammal, an 

amphibian, an insect and a bird.  
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Enquiry types    

To recognise that living things 
can be grouped in a variety of 
ways. 
 
To gather, record, classify and 
present data in a variety of ways 
to help in answering questions. 
 
To identify and name a variety of 
living things by generating 
questions to sort  
Vertebrates/invertebrates in a 
classification key. 
 
To identify differences, 
similarities or changes related to 
simple scientific ideas and 
processes by identifying  
vertebrates/invertebrates by 
their similarities and differences.  
 
To identify and name a variety of 
living things in their local and 
wider environment by creating 
classification keys.  
 
To recognise that environments 
can change and that this can 

Common Misconceptions 

Some children may think: 
• the death of one of the parts of a food chain or web has no or limited 
consequences on the rest of the chain 
• there is always plenty of food for wild animals  
• animals are only land-living creatures 
• animals and plants can adapt to their habitats, however they change  
• all changes to habitats are negative. 
 

•  Whales, jellyfish, and starfish are all fish. 



sometimes pose dangers to living 
things by identifying changes and 
dangers in the local habitat.  
 
To record findings using simple 
scientific language, drawings, 
labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts, and tables.  

 


