
 

Key Learning  Year Reception / 1 Science: Light and dark 

 

 

Reception: 

- Learn new vocabulary 

- Use new vocabulary 

- Describe what they see, 

hear and feel whilst outside. 

 

Year 1: 

- Observe closely, using 

simple equipment 

- Perform simple tests 

- Gather and record data 

 

 

 
   

 
   

 Sources of light  Key Scientific Vocabulary 

  

Torch 

Candles 

Fireworks 

Light bulbs 

Technology (laptops / 

phones) 

Car lights 

Sun 

  

 
 

 

Investigation 

Questions 

  
  

Comparative testing  

• Compare the shape of 

shadows made by different 

objects.  

Classification  

• Which objects/materials 

make dark shadows? 

Observing over time  

• How do the Sun and shade 

change during the day?  

• How does a toy’s shadow 

change during the day? 

Researching using secondary 

sources  

• Find out about shadows.  

• Find out about rainbows 

Common 

Misconceptions 

 

Some children may think:  

• shadows are only caused by 

the Sun  

• all shadows are black 

 



 

 

 

 


