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EYFS Intent, Implementation and Impact Statement

September 2021 

The Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage sets the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to 5 years.
Intent: Why do we teach what we teach?



At Morda Primary School out Foundation Stage intent is to:-

1. Create a curriculum that is rich in language.  We believe the development of speech and language is fundamental to children’s thinking and understanding and is identified as one of the most important elements to a young child’s learning and success beyond school. 
2. Provide an engaging curriculum that nurtures children wellbeing and fosters their own interests in a safe, warm and happy environment. 
3. Provide a progressive curriculum that is motivating, exciting and develops a lifelong love of learning.  
4. Work closely with parents and previous settings to develop children holistically using their prior knowledge as our starting point.
5. Deepen knowledge and ensure children meet their next steps and full potential.
6. Provide a focussed environment both indoor and outdoor that allows children to become curious about the world around them, explore risks and challenge themselves developing self-confidence to be courageous and resilient learners. 
7. Ensure children are well equipped with the skills to manage Year one successfully and with increasing independence and confidence. 


Implementation: How do we teach what we teach?



The children will learn new skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate understanding through the seven areas of the EYFS curriculum.   
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
• Physical Development 
• Communication and Language 
 • Literacy
• Mathematics  
• Understanding the World 
 • Expressive Arts and Design
Children are taught through a balance of child-initiated learning and adult directed activities 
We teach children through a carefully planned and structured timetable of activities that adapts as our pupils grow and mature. We create and provide a cumulative sequence of lessons to maintain motivation and enthusiasm. 
Teachers introduce an inspirational new topic each half term to develop understanding and curiosity yet also allowing children time to follow their own interests.  
Children are taught and led through the ‘Mantle of the Expert’ enquiry, drama based active learning approach.  This allows children to use their oracy and problem-solving skills thus taking ownership of their learning. 
English is taught through Pie Corbett talk for writing structures, enabling children to acquire language that will become stored as part of their own bank of vocabulary.  The use of high-quality texts is central and have been specifically chosen for a high level of oracy, vocabulary and comprehension. We use Early Talk and Talk for writing if pupils need a little extra support. 
We provide timely interventions for those children who are not yet reaching their full potential or for pupils who are showing a greater depth of understanding and need further challenge.  
Through skilful adult interactions, regular observations are made using development matters to ensure learning can be scaffolded and progressed.  
Dedicated phonics session tailed to children’s ability stage not age allows children to be successful and flow through the vigorous stages of early reading.  
We ensure activities support the Characteristics of Effective Learning to ensure learning takes place.  
These are:  
 • Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things and have a go.   
• Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements.   
• Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 
Parents are informed on how to support further through in-house workshops, our school website blog and special event weeks.  
Impact: how do we know what pupils have learnt and how they have learnt it?




Baseline: 

Prior to children starting, staff spend time speaking to the child’s parents, previous settings and read previous learning journeys to gain an understanding of the whole child and where they are at. During the first half term in Reception, all staff use ongoing assessments, observations and conversations with the child to develop a baseline assessment. This identifies each individual’s starting point in all areas so we can plan experiences to ensure progress. The following baseline assessments are also carried out. 

The RBA (Statutory Reception Baseline Assessment) This assessment focuses on ‘Language, Communication and Literacy,’ and ‘Mathematics.’ The purpose of this is to show the progress children make from Reception until the end of KS2.

Ongoing Observation: 

All ongoing observations are used to inform weekly planning and identify children’s next steps. This formative assessment does not involve prolonged periods of time away from the children and excessive paperwork. Practitioners draw on their knowledge of the child and their own expert professional judgements through discussions with other practitioners, photographs and physical examples such as a child’s drawing / making. Some observations are kept in individual files. 

Assessment: 

Phonic assessments are carried out using Read Write Inc Phonics Tracker every half term to quickly identify pupils that are not making expected progress. Our aim is for children to ‘keep up’ rather than ‘catch up’ where possible. Assessments are shared with parents throughout the year. In Summer Term 2, the EYFSP is completed where teacher judge whether the child has met each of the 17 ELG’s. They will be assessed as either ‘emerging’ or ‘expected.’ Whilst there is no judgement to state if a child is exceeding beyond an ELG, teachers, have a duty to provide a narrative for parents. Impact is also evident through our successful transitions into Year 1. EYFS staff have a good understanding of how ELG’s link to the National Curriculum, and through our robust planning and delivery across the spectrum of subjects – both core and foundation - children leave the EYFS stage with the skills, knowledge and confidence to continue their journey as scientists, historians, artists and geographers.

Our curriculum needs to meet the needs of our children, including our disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND, so we spend time looking at and evaluating how children are learning.  This is achieved through talking to children, looking at their work, observing their learning experiences and analysing data and progress by year group, class, groups and individuals.

Our curriculum and its delivery ensure that children make good progress. Children in our early years, on average, arrive with lower starting points than national.  During their time in our EYFS, children make rapid progress so that we meet the national expectation for GLD at the end of the year.  Pupils also make good progress toward their age-related expectations before transitioning into Year One.  We believe our high standards are due to the enriched play-based exploration alongside the rigour of assessment and teaching the children have as they move through the early years – a rich diet of balanced learning experiences is the best way to develop happy, curious children. 
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