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School values – Courage, Compassion and Fairness  
Key Skills  / Geographical  Areas of study: Y4 /5 
 

Key Enquiry Questions  

 

Location and Place Knowledge  

Talk about and describe features of localities beyond the local area  

Suggest reasons for the location of towns and settlements in a particular place,  

Support reasons for the similarities and differences between the physical and human features of a range 

of locations with factual evidence.  

Identify physical and human features that have contributed towards the change and development of a 

locality.  

Talk about the way in which the physical location can determine the growth of a settlement or industry.  

Physical Geography  

What and where are the three longest rivers in the world ? ( link to previous learning ( Egypt 

the Nile and China Yangtze River)  

Where is the Amazon River, River basin and Rainforest region?  

What are the eight countries that the Amazon region spans?  

How has the river influenced the development of settlements in the locality  

  

Human and Physical Geography  

Identify a range of simple physical processes, e.g. Rivers  

Identify a range of simple human processes, e.g. types of settlement and land use.  

Identify simple geographical patterns, e.g. situation of settlements   

Identify and describe the way in which physical and human processes can change the features of a locality. 

Identify an increasing range of physical processes, e.g. coastal erosion  

Identify an increasing range of human processes, e.g. economic activity, tourism 

Give simple explanations for the location of human and physical features within a locality. 

Geographical Inquiry  

Ask and respond to simple geographical questions.  

Use an increasing range of secondary sources and first-hand enquiry, e.g. surveys.  

Present findings using a range of simple graphs and charts.  

Talk about evidence and draw simple conclusions 

Respond to challenging geographical questions by planning a range of tasks in order to find the answers.  

Use primary and secondary sources to find information about a range of localities.  

Present findings and statistical information in a range of different ways e.g. line graphs and pie charts.  

Present reasoned conclusions when presenting my findings.. 

Physical processes :  Rivers  
What are the three courses of the Amazon River and why is this so important? 

• Where is the source of the Amazon River   

• What are the features of the upper course of the river?  

• What are the features of the middle course of the Amazon River ?  

• What are the features of the lower course of the Amazon River ?  

• Why are these  rivers  is so important to Brazil  ?  

Biomes and vegetation belts  

• What are the features of the rainforest biome in the Amazon  

• How does the water cycle sustain the rainforest climate? 

• How is this different from the UK biomes and climate? 

Who lives in the Amazon? ( Settlements Land use)  

• What are the main settlements along the Amazon River  in the Amazon region ?  

• How have these developments changed the Amazon Biome?  

• What is life is like in the smaller settlements in the Amazon rainforest?  

• How are these settlements changing?  

• What are the differences between the urban and rural settlements in the region. 

Sustainability ( Natural resources ) 

Provide factual evidence to support ways in which people can improve and sustain the environment.  

Use a range of sources of evidence to support environmental issues. 

Talk about and describe how people’s actions can damage and improve the environment.  

Talk about and describe reasons for global environmental issues 

What are the main environmental issues facing the Amazon  

• What important natural resources are harvested from the Amazon?  

• How has deforestation damaged the Amazon biome?  

• How do the United Nations proposed Sustainable Development Goals to try and 

resolve some of these environmental issues?  
Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Using a range of maps and atlases (digital online mapping and data retrieval (google earth): locate the 

equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn Using an Ordnance Survey map 1:50,000; Explain and use an 

increased range of OS symbols and key Four figure grid references. Spot heights • Estimate area 

Demonstrate an understanding of the eight points of a compass. Estimate straight line distances using a 

scale line Compare and contrast human and physical features using terrestrial, aerial and satellite 

photographs observe and measure (e.g. rainfall, temperature)  Demonstrate an understanding of recording, 

presenting and interpreting data (bar charts, tables, line graphs, flow line) Weather maps, climate maps, 

thematic maps, spot heights, north-west etc, scale line, digital online mapping and data retrieval (google 

earth), OS maps  

• What can looking at atlases, satellite photographs, OS maps and a range of thematic 

maps tell us about the Amazon?  
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Mantle Context: 

Team: Environmental Journalists  

Client: National Geographic  

Commission : Write a n article for National Geographic about a journey along the Amazon River and the environmental threats the river and  Amazon basin are facing 

Tribal leaders leaving on the banks of the Amazon river have contacted National Geographic , many of the tribal elders are distressed about the changes that have happened to the river and rainforest . They 

want the world to know about the importance of this river and the terrible effect that deforestation and farming is causing to the rainforest environment. The team have been approached to make a journey 

along the river, document their journey and then write an article for National Geographic which will highlight the critical global issues to the world- before it is to late….  


