
MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Knowledge Organiser: Reception and Year 1 Spring term 2022 Painting 1 

 
Bloomsbury p 32-38 

Lesson 1: Mixing primary colours 

Lesson 2: Warm and cool colours 

Lesson 3: Imaginary landscape (space – Moonscape or another planet) 

Vincent Van Gogh – The Starry Night (1889) 

George Melies – Voyage to the Moon (1902) 

 

Key Skills Art Areas of study: Reception and Year 1 
 

Key questions  

 
Investigating and Exploring 

 

Year 1 
Use the senses to explore a range of materials and media. 

 
Use marks and pictures to express thoughts and feelings.  

 

Talk about the differences and similarities of the work of artists, craft makers and 

designers. 

Practical knowledge and art history: 

Discover and look at the work of the artists Van Gogh & George Melies  

How would you describe the artworks? Focus on the artists use of colour. 

How does the art make you feel? 

 

Painting 

 

Year 1 

Use the senses to explore a range of painting materials, e.g. thick, thin, ready mix, powder 

finger paints, etc.  

 

Use everyday objects to make marks in paint, e.g. cotton reels, sticks, wheels on cars, etc.  

 

Explore what happens when colours are mixed together. 

Why are the colours red, yellow and blue special ? 

How can we make/mix other colours? How does blue become green?  

Which colours are warm and which are cold? 

How does a different kind of brush or painting tool change the marks you make? 

EYFS - Expressive arts and design 

Explore colour & colour mixing. 

Show different emotions in their drawings & paintings like happiness, sadness, fear etc. 

Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing ability to represent them. 

Key Vocabulary: paint, thick, thin, powder, finger paints, primary colours, colour mixing, warm colours, cold colours 



Vincent van Gough 

Born in Holland 30th March 1853 and died 29th July 1890. He is one of the most famous and influential figures in Western art history. In a decade, he created 

about 2,100 artworks, including around 860 oil paintings, most of which date from the last two years of his life. They include landscapes, still 

life, portraits and self-portraits, and are characterised by bold colours and dramatic, impulsive and expressive brushwork that contributed to the foundations 

of modern art. Van Gough believed that an artist should master drawing before all else. He prepared for many of his paintings with preliminary sketches.  
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