MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Courage Compassion and Fairness : Knowledge Organiser: Year 4/5 Autumn 2022

— Ancient China : The Shang Dynasty

Key Skills Historical Areas of study: Y4/Y5

Key enquiry questions

Finding Out About the Past

(Enquiry)

Use a range of information to ask and answer questions about the past.

Use interpretations, pictures and written sources to build a picture about the past.

Give reasons why peoples account of the same event may be different.

Talk about sources of information that contain negative views and accounts.

Answer questions about the past selecting information from a wide range of sources.
Identify different ways in which people have represented and interpreted the past.

Talk about and give reasons for an event being interpreted in a range of different ways.
Give reasons for negative views and accounts in written sources of information.

How do we know about the Ancient Shang Dynasty in China?

How did Archaeologists find out about the ancient Shang people and
their lives?

How did ancient stories help historians to find out about the Shang
dynasty?

What can we find out about the Ancient Egyptians from primary sources?
What can we find out about the Ancient Egyptians from secondary
sources?

How and why have historians interpretation of the Ancient Chinese
dynasties changed over time?

Finding Out About the Past

(Chronology)

e Use dates and historical terms to describe historical periods, e.g. The Ancient Egyptians —
Old Kingdom- 2600-2100 BCE . Middle Kingdom 2000-1650 BCE, New Kingdom1540-1075

e Describe how the past has been divided into different periods of time. Use the terms BC
and AD to locate dates of invasion and occupation.

e Describe the key characteristics and features of a range of different periods of history.

e Describe changes that have taken place within and across historical periods.

e Use historical terms effectively to describe periods within history.

e Place civilisations and events on a timeline showing an understanding of the terms BC and
AD.

Where was the Ancient Shange dynasty ?

When did the Ancient China Shang Dynasty rule of China begin?
When and why did the Shang Dynasty end ?

What came before and after it?

What was happening in the rest of the world at that time ( Bronze Age
UK/ Ancient Egyptians

Historical Events

Describe features of historical events beyond living memory.

Identify common themes and features.

Explain and give reasons for events in the present and past.

Describe a range of different features of key historical events.

Compare and contrast events from different historical periods, e.g. Roman Invasion,
Exploration, etc.

Talk about the impact of events on different groups within society at that time.

What significant events took place during this period?

Who were the most important Shang Kings how did they change the lives
of the Shang people?

What were the key historical events in the period?

What key events were happening in China and other places at that time ?

How was life in the Shang dynasty similar or different to life in Ancient
Egyptians and Greeks times and life in Bronze Age Britain (Use previous
knowledge)

How did the Shang Dynasty end and why?
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Lifestyles of People in the Past
e Compare and contrast the ways of life of people from different historical periods.
e Compare and describe features of life now and in the past beyond living memory.
e Describe and give reasons for the changes and differences in lifestyle in the past and

present

e Identify and describe features and characteristics of past societies.

e Compare and describe the characteristics of a range of significant groups from the past, e.g.
Romans, Anglo-Saxons, etc.

e Compare and analyse the factors that caused change in the past.

e Talk about the impact of change on past societies, e.g. migration on economic grounds,
displacement

What was the class structure in the Shang Dynasty - Was this fair?

How did the Ancient Chinese people live? How did the lives of the Kings and
nobles differ to the lives of the middle classes and the very poor? Were people
treated fairly?

What religious beliefs did the Shang people have ?

What did the Ancient Shang people believe about death and what happens
beyond? What were the about the afterlife?

Why were the discovery of oracle bones so important in finding out about the
Shang beliefs??

Why are the Shang burial sites such an important primary source for
archaeologists ?

Significant Historical People

Use a range of sources of information to find out about a significant historical person from a
historical period e.g. :
e Identify and describe key events in their life from a range of sources of information.
e Talk about and give reasons for the actions of, and events in the life of a well-known
historical person
e Use a range of sources of information to find out about significant historical people from
the key historical period,
e Compare and contrast a range of information about a significant historical person.

Who were the significant historical figures of the time during the Shang Dynasty (
Good King Tang / Lady Fu Hao/ King Di Xin

Why was Good King Tang seen to be a compassionate ruler?

Who was Lady Fu Hao and why was she important ? In what ways did she
show was she courage?

How and why was King Di Xin defeated- in what ways do historical
sources show he behaved unfairly and without compassion

Who was Confucius and why are his teachings important?

Mantle of the Expert : It is 1899, the team meet a Chinese scholar called Wang Yirong who falls ill with malaria.. He visits his local pharmacy, who
prescribe a series of ingredients which include dragon bones. When Wang Yirong he opens the packet, to his amazement some of the bones are
inscribed with what looks like a type of the old writing. The bones are from a little town in the countryside 'near the Yellow River. 'A place called
Anyang. Could this finding mean the legends that Anyang had been the capital of the Shang kings be true?

Wang Yirong gathers together a group of archaeologists who begin to dig there and find out if the legends are true.

Expert team: Archaeologists
Client: Wang Yirong
Commission: To find out if the legends about the Shang Kings and their dynasty are true

Key Vocabulary . Continent, Asia, China, Yellow River, Huang He, Yangtze River, China Sea, Dynasty, BC, AD, , Bronze Age, archaeology, Confucious, oracle bones , afterlife ,
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Shang military was a pawertul Nghly organised.

offered own life in sacrifice
Most warriors were foot solders

9 China’s first proper kingdom/ Dynasty the Shang,
Bronze weapons daggers, spears and ji, a long Stick with a .
bronze spear on the end. 3,500 years ago. Dynasty'means kingdoms made by
one family.
Archers . attack from a great distance.
War chariots: fast and powerful, most advanced military

equipment,

Ancient legend ‘the Shang conquered China in
Befieved in atter lde battle.
“The Shang lasted 700 years, 17 generations:
o Conquered by Cho about 1100BC

LADY FU NAO l

CONFLICT

Buried with goods slaves and animals
Supreme god Shang Di and lesser gods and spirits

Bronze kept n

Shang Dynasty Queen and miitary Leader
ples ( DINGS FANGLIA) Died 12008C
Led an army of 10,000 men

Tomb largest undisturbed tomb Shang ever discovered contans
16 human skeletons | 6 dogs

Spirts of ancestors communicated with gods

Oracle bones from Shang Dynasty were discovered in China
over 100 years ago.

Words inscribed on them wese questions fof the gods BELIEFS

They proved the existence of the Shang dynasty.

Most of the bones were discovered in the Shang city of
Yinxu, near modern-day Anyang.

Houses and public buldings made out of wood

Mud banks 10 hold back floeding
China storles/ legends about the Shang kings
King hereditary- born into the royal family 1o be

Nobles were ruling class then in royal count though, including

Defensive walls and towers made of mud
agricultural officials dog officers for hunting. guards. musicans,;

1899, a Chinese scholar called Wang Yirong falls il with
malana.

SOCIETY Pharmac:
y has dragon bones as medicine ( animal bones
SOy St ground up and boled and drank)
Below were priests | warnors, craftsmen, traders | farmers and
sdaves HOUSES
ARCHAEOLOGY

Same of the bones were inscribed with ‘old writing”

Archaediogists dig - find traces of palaces of the Shang
kings, and huge underground tombs- proving existence of
Shang

Bones came from Anyang- Chinese legend said Anyang had
been the capital of the Shang kings.
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— Ancient C

hina : The Shang Dynasty

The Weighing of the Heart

Key Vocabulary

Pharaoh — The pharach was at the top of the
order, and thought to be a god.

I-lerog.gplua - Pictures the andent Egyptians

used, instead of words.

F‘aplfcu — Paper that the Eqyptians made from
reeds to write hieroglyphics on.

Tomb — A burial place for many famous
Eggpti.rms, including phu.ra.ohs.

Mmfimﬁon — The process of preserving the
body of a person to allow them to enter the
afterlife.

Places, Objects, and Occupetions in Andent Egypt

The Creot Pymomid of Ciza b the cldest ond
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Timealine of Key Events:
Al dat=s below are approximate
Old Kingdom: 2600 BCE - 2100 BCE
Middle Kingdom: 2000 BCE - 1650 BCE
Mew Kingdom: 1540 BCE - 1075 BCE
7500 pce First settlers in Mile valley
3500 pce First use of hisroglyphic symbols
3100 BcE HNarmer unites regions of Lower and
Upper Egypt.
2650 Bc First step pyramid built
2550 BCE Pyramids at Giza built
2335 BCE Fyramid Texts writen |magical
spells to protect pharache)
1472 vz Hatshepsut becomes cretaker
ruler. (Later declares herself pharaoh)
1336 BCE Turanknamen becomes pharaoh
1279 Bee Ramsees Il becomes pharaoh
1100 ez Upper B Lower Egypt split
332 e Alzxander the Greal (orguwsns C8yEt
196 BCE RoOseTa stone carved
1270 Bee Ramszes Il becomes pharaoh
30 pee Egypt becomes a Roman Province
1922 Corter discovers Tutankhamen's tomb
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