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Key Skills  Historical Areas of study: Y4/Y5 
 

Key enquiry questions  

 

Finding Out About the Past 
(Enquiry) 

• Use a range of information to ask and answer questions about the past.  

• Use interpretations, pictures and written sources to build a picture about the past.  

• Give reasons why peoples account of the same event may be different.  

• Talk about sources of information that contain negative views and accounts.  
• Answer questions about the past selecting information from a wide range of sources. 

• Identify different ways in which people have represented and interpreted the past.  

• Talk about and give reasons for an event being interpreted in a range of different ways.  

• Give reasons for negative views and accounts in written sources of information. 

How do we know about the Ancient Shang Dynasty in China?  
How did Archaeologists find out about the ancient Shang people  and 
their lives? 
How did ancient stories help historians to find out about the Shang 
dynasty? 
What can we find out about the Ancient Egyptians from primary sources? 
What can we find out about the Ancient Egyptians from secondary  
sources? 
How and why have historians interpretation of the Ancient Chinese 
dynasties changed over time?  
 

Finding Out About the Past  
(Chronology) 

• Use dates and historical terms to describe historical periods, e.g. The Ancient Egyptians – 
Old Kingdom- 2600-2100 BCE . Middle Kingdom 2000-1650 BCE, New Kingdom1540-1075 

• Describe how the past has been divided into different periods of time. Use the terms BC 
and AD to locate dates of invasion and occupation.  

• Describe the key characteristics and features of a range of different periods of history.  

• Describe changes that have taken place within and across historical periods.  

• Use historical terms effectively to describe periods within history.  

• Place civilisations and events on a timeline showing an understanding of the terms BC and 
AD. 

Where was the Ancient Shange dynasty ?  
When did the Ancient China Shang Dynasty rule of China begin? 
When and why did the Shang Dynasty end ?  
What came before and after it?  
What was happening in the rest of the world at that time ( Bronze Age 
UK/ Ancient Egyptians 
 

Historical Events 

• Describe features of historical events beyond living memory.  

• Identify common themes and features.  

• Explain and give reasons for events in the present and past. 

• Describe a range of different features of key historical events.  

• Compare and contrast events from different historical periods, e.g. Roman Invasion, 
Exploration, etc.  

• Talk about the impact of events on different groups within society at that time. 

What significant events took place during this period? 
 

Who were the most important Shang Kings how did they change the lives 
of the Shang people?  
What were the key historical events in the period?  
What key events were happening in China and other places at that time ? 
 
How was life in the Shang dynasty similar or different to life in Ancient 
Egyptians and  Greeks times  and life in Bronze Age Britain (Use previous 
knowledge) 
How did the Shang Dynasty end and why?  
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Lifestyles of People in the Past 

• Compare and contrast the ways of life of people from different historical periods.  

• Compare and describe features of life now and in the past beyond living memory.  

• Describe and give reasons for the changes and differences in lifestyle in the past and 
present 

• Identify and describe features and characteristics of past societies.  

• Compare and describe the characteristics of a range of significant groups from the past, e.g. 
Romans, Anglo-Saxons, etc.  

• Compare and analyse the factors that caused change in the past.  

• Talk about the impact of change on past societies, e.g. migration on economic grounds, 
displacement 

What was the class structure in the Shang Dynasty - Was this fair?  
How did the Ancient Chinese  people live? How did the lives of the Kings and 
nobles differ to the lives of the middle classes and the very poor? Were people 
treated fairly?  
What religious beliefs did the Shang people  have ? 
What did the Ancient Shang people believe about death and what happens 
beyond? What were the about the afterlife? 

Why were the discovery of  oracle bones so important in finding out about the 
Shang beliefs?? 
Why are the Shang burial sites such an important primary source for 
archaeologists ?   

Significant Historical People 
 
Use a range of sources of information to find out about a significant historical person from a 
historical period e.g. :   

• Identify and describe key events in their life from a range of sources of information.  

• Talk about and give reasons for the actions of, and events in the life of a well-known 
historical person 

• Use a range of sources of information to find out about significant historical people from 
the key historical period,  

• Compare and contrast a range of information about a significant historical person. 

Who were the significant historical figures of the time during the Shang Dynasty ( 
Good King Tang / Lady Fu Hao/ King Di Xin 

Why was Good King Tang seen to be a compassionate ruler?  
Who was Lady Fu Hao and why was she important ? In what ways did she 
show was she courage? 
How and why was King Di Xin defeated- in what ways do historical 
sources show he behaved unfairly and without compassion 
Who was Confucius and why are his teachings important? 
 
 
 

Mantle of the Expert  : It is 1899, the team meet a Chinese scholar called Wang Yirong who falls ill with malaria.. He visits his local pharmacy, who 

prescribe a series of ingredients which include dragon bones. When Wang Yirong he opens the packet, to his amazement some of the bones are 
inscribed with what looks like a type of the old writing. The bones are from a little town in the countryside 'near the Yellow River. 'A place called 
Anyang. Could this finding mean the legends that Anyang  had been the capital of the Shang kings be true?  

Wang Yirong gathers together a group of archaeologists who begin to dig there and find out if the legends are true. 

Expert team: Archaeologists 
Client: Wang Yirong  
Commission: To find out if the legends about  the Shang Kings and their dynasty are true  
  
Key Vocabulary :  Continent, Asia, China, Yellow River, Huang He, Yangtze River, China Sea, Dynasty, BC, AD, , Bronze Age, archaeology, Confucious, oracle bones , afterlife ,  
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