MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Courage Compassion and Fairness : Knowledge Organiser: Year 3/4 Spring 2021 – Ancient Egyptians : Life and afterlife
Key Skills Historical Areas of study: Y4/Y3
Key enquiry questions

Finding Out About the Past
(Enquiry)
• Use a range of information to ask and answer questions about the past.
• Use interpretations, pictures and written sources to build a picture about the past.
• Give reasons why peoples account of the same event may be different.
• Talk about sources of information that contain negative views and accounts.
• Use simple sources of information such as artefacts, photos and books to answer simple
questions about the past.
• Use key evidence to support judgements and reasoning made about aspects of the past.
• Ask and answer questions about an archaeological site.
Finding Out About the Past
(Chronology)
• Use dates and historical terms to describe historical periods, e.g. The Ancient Egyptians –
Old Kingdom- 2600-2100 BCE . Middle Kingdom 2000-1650 BCE, New Kingdom1540-1075
• Describe how the past has been divided into different periods of time. Use the terms BC
and AD to locate dates of invasion and occupation.
• Talk with increasing accuracy and detail about events, places and people beyond living
memory.
• Use an increasing range of historical terms to describe the passage of time, e.g. modern,
recent, long ago, older etc.

How do we know about the Ancient Egyptians?
How do Archaeologists find out about the ancient Egyptians and their
lives?
What can we find out about the Ancient Egyptians from primary sources?
How and why do historians’ interpretation of the Ancient Egyptians
differ?
Do historians always depict Ancient Egyptian civilisations fairly? If not,
why not?

Historical Events
• Describe features of historical events beyond living memory.
• Identify common themes and features.
• Explain and give reasons for events in the present and past.
• Talk about and describe, in simple terms features of key events and people in the past.
• Talk about the impact of events on the lives of the people of the time.

What significant events took place during this period?

When did the Ancient Egyptian period begin?
When and why did the Ancient Egyptian period end ?
What historical periods came before and after it?
What were the main historical periods during the Ancient Egyptian era
and what were the main characteristics of those periods?

Who were the most important Pharaohs of the time and how did they
change the lives of Ancient Egyptians?
What were the key historical events in the period?
How did those events change the lives of the Pharaohs, the rich, the
poor?
Were people treated fairly in the Ancient Egyptians times?
Who do we feel compassion for the Ancient Egyptian times and why?
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What are the similarities and differences to life in Ancient Egypt to present time?
Lifestyles of People in the Past
What was the class structure in Ancient Egypt- Was this fair?
• Compare and contrast the ways of life of people from different historical periods.
How did the Egyptian people live? How did the lives of the Pharaohs , and the
• Compare and describe features of life now and in the past beyond living memory.
rich differ to the very poor? Were people treated fairly?
• Describe and give reasons for the changes and differences in lifestyle in the past and
Why was the River Nile so important to all Egyptians?
present
Why were the pyramids built? Who built them? In what ways did Ancient
• Talk about and describe the home and the way people lived, e.g. day to day life, things
Egyptians slaves show courage in their work?
they did, their house, their family etc.
What was the Valley of the Kings and why was it important?
What religious beliefs did the Ancient Egyptians have ?
What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about death and what happens
• Describe and give reasons for similarities and differences between the lives of people.
beyond? What happens when a prominent Ancient Egyptian dies? What
were the Ancient Egyptian views about the afterlife?
• Describe the changes and differences
How does the way you have lived your life affect your journey into the
afterlife?
Why did the Egyptians mummify their dead?
Why are the Pyramids such an important primary source for archaeologists ?
How did historical events change the lives of people throughout the period?
Which sections of Ancient Egyptian society showed compassion in the way they
lived?
Which Ancient Egyptians do we admire for showing courage?
Significant Historical People
Who were the significant historical figures of the time during the Ancient
Egyptian period?
Use a range of sources of information to find out about a significant historical person from a
What evidence is there to show that these people were courageous in their acts?
historical period e.g. : Tutankhamun, Ramesses II, Hapshetsup, Cleopatra
Who was Tutankhamun?
• Identify and describe key events in their life from a range of sources of information.
How was King Tutankhamun different to other pharaohs?
• Talk about and give reasons for the actions of, and events in the life of a well-known
Where was his tomb discovered?
historical person
Who discovered his tomb?
• Talk about and describe events in the life of a well-known historical person.
In what year was he discovered?
Why was it such a significant discovery?
• Describe key events in their life from a range of sources of information.

•

Talk about the actions of, and events in the life of a well-known historical person.

Mantle of the Expert
A long lost tomb is discovered on the side of a mountain in the Valley of the Kings. The
discovery is reported to the Cairo Museum of Antiquities who dispatch a team of
archaeologists to investigate the discovery, open the tomb, and catalogue what’s inside.
Expert team: Archaeologists
Client: The Cairo Museum of Egyptian Antiquities
Commission: To excavate a recently discovered tomb
To open the tomb and record what’s inside
To remove and research the items found in the tomb
To create an exhibition of the objects for the

Key Vocabulary : Ancient Egyptians, The River Nile, Pyramids, Sphinx, Scarab Beetles, Pharaohs, Slaves, Tombs, Temples, Hieroglyphics, Sarcophagus,
Shabti,Papyrus, Cartouche, Ankh, Amulet, Dynasty, Mummification Canopic Jars, Khol, Natron, Wadjet Eye
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The Ancient Egyptians Knowledge Organiaser:
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