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Key Skills  Key enquiry questions and links to Values – Compassion, Courage and 

Fairness 
 

Earth and Space: Seasonal Change and Habitats 
 
Year R 
30-50m Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or 
the natural world. 
Develop an understanding of growth, decay, and changes over time. 
 
40-60m Looks closely at similarities, differences patterns and change  
Early adopter ELG understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including 
the seasons and changing states of matter 
 
Year 1  
Name the four seasons and describe the changes that take place.  
Observe and describe the weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 
 
Year 2 
Observe and talk about changes across the four seasons. 
 
Explore the habitats of living things, recognising the features of that habitat that meet the basic needs of the plants 
and animals that live there and how they depend on each other. 
 
Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats. 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the 4 seasons and how do they differ? 
What’s the difference between the winter and summer? How does the change affect us? – clothes, 
activities 
How does the sun create the seasons? 
How does the sun create day and night?  How does day length vary? 
What weather patterns are associated with each season? 
 
How does the weather and season affect habitats? 
Where does this animal/ plant live?  
How do the seasons affect plants and animals?   
Why do animals hibernate? 
 
 
 
Compare the climate in Britain to that in Kenya. 
How does the weather and the seasons affect the lives of the people living in Kenya?   
Swarms of locusts ravage crops in Kenya in 2020. 
What are locusts and why are they so devastating? 
Which crops are grown in Kenya? 
Who do we feel compassion for and why? 
In what way are the people courageous? 
Is it fair to make people live and work in these conditions?  
How is the United nations Food and Agriculture Organisation monitoring and overseeing regional 
response efforts? 
 
 

Animals, including Humans 
 
Year R  
30-50m – shows care and concern for living things and the environment 
Early adopter Early Leaning Goal – Explore the natural world around them, making observations and ddrawing 
pictures of animals and plants 
 
Year 1 
Identify, name and describe a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, 
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  
 
Year 2 
Identify and name a variety of common animals such as amphibians, mammals and invertebrates. 
Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals including humans for survival (water, food and air). 
 

Are all animals the same?  
How do animals live and grow? 
 
 
 
Where does this animal live?   
Do different animals live here in Britain to those in Kenya?  Are there any the same? 
Compare habitats in Britain and Kenya. 
 



Working Scientifically 
Planning 
 
Year 1 
Ask questions based on exploration of the world around them.  
Respond to prompts by making some suggestions about how to find an answer. 
 
Year 2 
Ask simple questions and recognise that they can be answered in different ways.  
Use simple secondary sources to find answers.  
Talk about similarities and differences. 
 

How can we observe, measure, record and report on the weather here in Britain? 
 

Working Scientifically  
Observation & Recording 
 
Year 1 
Respond to prompts by making some suggestions about how to make an observation.  
Use senses and simple equipment to make observations.  
Talk about what happens and record using words and pictures. 
Begin to record data in simple templates. 
 
Year 2 
Carry out instructions for a simple investigation.  
Talk about and record what is seen and observed. 
Take accurate measurements using simple equipment, e.g. cm and scales with one interval.  
Begin to identify and classify data and information.  
Record data using simple charts, tables and block graphs. 

Can we build a weather station?  What equipment do we need? 
 

Working Scientifically 
Conclusions 
 
Year 1 
Begin to use simple features to compare objects, materials and living things.  
Identify what has changed when observing objects, living things or events.  
Talk in simple terms about what might happen based own experiences. 
 
Year 2 
Talk about describe and sort simple similarities and differences, noting patterns and relationships.  
Record and communicate findings in a range of ways using simple scientific language.  
Talk about what has been found out and how it was discovered.  
Talk in simple scientific terms about what might happen and why? (prediction) 

How do trees change through the seasons? 
What might happen as our climate warms up? 
How would that affect out weather, seasons, plants and animals? 
 

 Link to Mantle of the Expert - scenario An African Adventure 
Commission:  
A team of builders is commissioned by a charity to work with a local team to design and build a 
school to serve two villages of the Luo tribe in south-west Kenya.  Around 120 children of all ages 
from the two villages will attend. For most of the children this will be the first time they have been to 
a formal school. It is very important that the school fits in with the culture of the two villages, it must 
be designed to fit in the architecture, be made from the same materials, and it must be culturally 
sensitive to the people of the two villages - their beliefs, their customs, and - most importantly - their 
stories.  
 
The team can only bring in the minimum amount of machinery and must take great care not to 
damage the local environment - or disturb the animals of the savanna, some of whom are 
endangered.  
 



 

However, it won’t be easy - the weather is hot, water is scarce, and raw materials have to be 
transported from the depot near the Kenyan capital, Nairobi. Also, according to reports, the local 
animals can be mischievous.  
 
The Team will be met by two local children - called Handa and Akeyo - who are excited about the 
idea of a school being built and will be able to help the team with any questions they might have 
about the two villages, their people, and their customs. 
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