
MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Knowledge Organiser: Year 4 and 5 Summer term 2022 
Fernand Leger           DRAWING AND PAINTING  

 

Key Skills Art Areas of study: Y4 and 5 
 

Key questions  
 

Investigating and Exploring 
Year 4 
Make a range of drawings in a sketchbook to record observations in detail, adding notes 
where appropriate. 
Develop some understanding of how artists, designers and craft workers, from different 
cultures and historical periods, develop, express and represent their ideas. 
 
Year 5 
Make drawings in a sketchbook and record observations of a range of artefacts and images 
studied annotating work and commenting on distinctive features.  

Practical knowledge and art history: Look at the work of Fernand Leger. 
 
Who was Fernand Leger? 
When did he live? 
Where was he born?   
What was the artist’s style? 
Why was he so important? 
What are his most famous pieces of art?   
 

Drawing 
Year 4 
Talk about the visual and tactile qualities of drawing and painting media. 
Begin to explore perspective by overlapping lines and shapes, and by blurring the edges of 
distant shapes.  
 
Year 5 
Use an increasing range of visual and tactile techniques for example lines and marks e.g. 
direct, meandering, accidental and intentional. 
Make images appear further away by making them smaller and making parallel lines appear to 
converge as they get further away from the viewer. 

What is abstract art? 
What is cubist art? 
 

Painting 
Year 4 
Combine paint and other materials effectively to create detail and texture.  
Mix shades of primary and secondary colours 
 
Year 5 
Use a wide range of painting techniques to create different effects.  
Use knowledge of colour families to create contrast. 
Create light and dark tones. 

 

Key Vocabulary: Cubist, Geometric forms, Geometric shapes, Industrial Revolution, Juxtapose, Semi-abstract 
Practical element of art: Drawing and painting – simplifying images, using lines and shapes and colour-mixing. 
Theoretical element: Abstract art  
To be taught about the work of Fernand Leger. To analyse his painting “The City” and to learn how Leger abstracted a view of familiar imagery.   
Fluency: Drawing skills, painting skills, making and mixing colours, using a range of media, using a variety of tools and creating texture.   



 Key enquiry questions Learning activities Resources  
 

Lesson 1 
and 2 

What Leger did, fragments of my 
locality 
 
Who was Fernand Leger? 
 
When did he live? 
 
Where was he born?   
 
What was the artist’s style? 
 
Why was he so important? 
 
What are his most famous pieces of art?   

 

Teacher preparation 

Create an abstract pencil drawing of Oswestry combining memories 
and sights and sounds of the town.  Must overlap images and use 
juxtaposition.  Keep turning the paper as you work on the image, so it 
has no obvious right way up.  Include familiar signs, symbols and 
street markings. 

Lesson 

Look at the Leger Powerpoint and ask the children to discuss what 
they see.  Can they describe his style? 

What colours as he used?  What shapes?  What are his images of? 

Now reveal the title – The City.  Does this give us any more clues?  

Tell the children that they are going to make their own abstract 
image using Oswestry. 

Show images of Oswestry that they might use. 

Children create a mind map of sights, sounds and smells of Oswestry.  
Children can include their own personal experiences of the area, eg. 
Skate park, Sainsbury’s supermarket etc.  Explain that they do not 
need to draw a full illustration – just simple drawings or symbols. 

Demonstrate how to use their ideas and resources to sketch out their 
artwork.  Emphasise that they can overlap images and even select 
parts of the images to simplify and create the abstract style. 

Give the children A3 cartridge paper and they can draw their image 
with pencil.  Remind children to keep turning their paper. 

Teaching Primary Art and 
Design by Emily Gopaul 
 
Slideshow of images of Fernand 
Leger and his work 
 
“The City” 1919 
 
Pictures of Oswestry 
 
Pencils 
 
Scrap paper 
 
A3 cartridge paper  
 
Erasers 
 
Sketch books 
 
 



Children look and share their drawings and ideas. Highlight good 
examples of abstraction and overlapping. 

Lesson 3 Selecting colours to evoke a mood Teacher preparation 

Paint a section of my abstract drawing and leave some unpainted to 
demonstrate in class. Use similar colours to Leger and mix my own. 

Lesson 

Recap key points about Leger’s artwork and focus on the colours he 
used. Teacher demonstrate how to mix colours and then paint around 
the edges of the lines first, before filling the colour inside.  Talk 
about the thickness of the brushes.  Which brushes are best for the 
edges?  Filling the larger areas? 

Children to finish their drawings. 

Children then begin to add colour to their work.   

Bring the children together to look at their paintings so far.  
Highlight good examples of abstraction, overlapping and painting.  Ask 
children for their views.  Are the paintings starting to evoke feelings 
of Oswestry? 

Remind children that adding a small amount of black paint to a colour 
will make it darker (shading). Adding white paint to a colour will make 
it lighter (tinting). 

The City 1919 
 
Slideshow of Leger’s work 
 
Children’s drawings from last 
lesson 
 
Images of Oswestry 
 
Pencils 
 
Erasers 
 
Watercolours 
 
Thin brushes 
 
Water pots 
 
Colour wheels 
 
Scrap paper 
 
Aprons 

Lesson 4 This semi-abstract area of mine Lesson 

Gather children around with their artwork and have a class critique, 
highlighting strong examples of abstract images, overlapping and 
colour mixing.  Highlight the works that are beginning to evoke the 
atmosphere of Oswestry. 
 
Children improve and finish their paintings. 

Leger artwork  
 
Children’s artwork 
 
Images of Oswestry 
 
Watercolours 



 
Challenge the children to hide their initials somewhere in the painting.  
 
Look at each other’s artwork and share their views 
 
 
 
 

 
Brushes 
 
Water pots 
 
Scrap paper 
 
Aprons 
 
 

Lesson 5 How can I improve or develop my work? 
How does my work make myself and 
others feel?  
 

What did we do last week?   
 
Look at their finished paintings.  Have they been successful?   
 
Ask the children to comment using the specific vocabulary learnt.   
 
Was it easy to create the paintings? 
 
 
Children to review their paintings.   
What do they like/dislike?  Why?   
What could they have improved upon? 
 
What skills have you learnt in this project?   

What knowledge have you learnt? 

 


