Unit L2.3 What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important for Christians? [God/Incarnation]

The principal aim of religious education is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowled
understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

Teachers will enable pupils to achieve these outcomes, as

appropriate to their age and stage, so that they can:

Make sense of belief:

* Recognise what a ‘Gospel’ is and gve an example of the kinds
of stories & contans

* Offer suggestions about what texts about baptsm and
Trinity mean '

* Give examples of what these texts mean to some
Crristians today

Understand the impact:

* Describe how Christians show their befiefs about God the
Trinity in worship in different ways (in baptism and prayer, for
exampie) and in the vay they ive

Make connections:

* Makae links between some Bble texts studied and the idea of
God in Chistianity, expressing clearly some ideas of their own
about what Christians believe God is like.

A way in to this unit would be 1o explore how and why water s used as a symbol in Christianity: use some w
how and when &t can be cleansing, refreshing, life-giving, beautiful, dangerous, still, flowing, reflective, thirst-g
is used in Christian baptism ~ because of its many symbolic meanings.

Introduce the idea of a "Gospel” — a Me-story or biography of the He and teaching of Jesus. Tell pupis the st
Matthew 3:13-17. Ask what they think is going on. Ask for suggestions about the meaning of detais: the wa
start of Jesus’ public ife, it pictures the Trinity: the voice of God announces Jesus as the Son of God and the
dove. Christians believe that one important thing the story teaches is that Jesus is not just a good man, but (
humanity. Ask pupils to list clues they can find in the story for this message.

Look carefully at two paintings of the Baptism (for example, by Verrocchio and Daniel Bonnell ~ see www.art!
Discuss similarities and differences between how the different painters show God. Clristians believe God is ¢
Spirit. They sometimes descrbe the Trinity according to their different roles: God the Father and Creator, Goc
Holy Sprit as the presence and power of God at work in all life today. Ask pupis to kst ways in which these ¢
to make their own pictures of the baptism of Jesus which include symbols for the voice of God and the Holy
Ask pupiis to draft a suggestion for a baptism prayer for a baby in a Christian family today: from their leaming
of words do they think will be in the prayer? Investigate what happens and what prayers are said at Christian
prayers with their suggestions: what did they miss out? (Note that baptism has been introduced in Units F4,
leaming.) Notice where Christian belief in the Trinty (God as three persons in one: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
story of Jasus” baptism. Remind pupils of the symbolism of water: st as many ideas as possible for what wa
Return to the unit question: What is the Trinity” and why is it important for Christians? Ask pupis 10 express |
Use a triangle, a triptych or a three-piece Venn diagram and ask pupis to design a work of art for a church o
not oo far from you — there are many hundreds in the UK.) Ask them to write a short piece to explain ther a
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