
MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL:  Knowledge Organiser: Year 4/5 Autumn 2021   RIVERS  ‘THE FLOOD DEFENCE TEAM’ 
School values – Courage, Compassion and Fairness 

  

Key Skills  / Geographical  Areas of study: Y4 /5 
 

Key Enquiry Questions  

 

 
Use simple geographical vocabulary, e.g. country, city, climate, landscape. 
Plan and follow a route using an Ordnance Survey map.  
Use world maps, atlases and globes and digital/computer mapping to locate towns/cities in 
the UK. 
 

What and where are the world’s 5  biggest rivers?  
What and where are the five longest rivers in the UK? 
Why are they so important ? 
How long are the longest  Rivers ? 
Can you use an OS  map to follow journey of the River Severn from the Source to the Sea? 

Identify a range of simple physical processes, e.g. rivers,  
Suggest reasons for the location of towns and settlements in a particular place, e.g. next to a 
river, on a hilltop 
Identify physical and human features that have contributed towards the change and 
development of a locality.  
Talk about the way in which the physical location can determine the growth of a settlement or 
industry.  
Identify a range of simple physical processes, e.g. rivers 

 What are the main features/ stages  of a river ? 
In what course are waterfalls a feature? 
How are waterfalls formed?  
What physical processes are involved in their formation? 
What features are characteristic of waterfalls? 
How do humans use waterfalls?  
Which waterfalls are significant in the UK/ world?  

 Suggest reasons for the location of towns and settlements in a particular place, e.g. next to a 
river, on a hilltop 
Talk about and describe a range of cities and countries around the world 
Support reasons for the similarities and differences between the physical and human features 
of a range of locations with factual evidence.  

How does flooding impact on the land around theses rivers ? 
How have human features harnessed or been threatened by rivers  
What settlements developed along these rivers ?   
 

 

Present findings using a range of simple graphs and charts.  
Talk about evidence and draw simple conclusions. 
Present findings and statistical information in a range of different ways e.g. line graphs and 
pie charts.  

Can you use evidence from graphs and charts  to show how and why  flooding occurs on 
the River Severn?  

Use a range of sources of evidence to support environmental issues. 
Provide factual evidence to support ways in which people can improve and sustain the 
environment.  
Talk about and describe how people’s actions can damage and improve the environment. Talk 
about and describe reasons for global environmental issues. 

What factors cause rivers to flood? 
What happens to the physical environment when flooding occurs? 
What is the human impact of a major flood event? 
How do people prepare for flooding? 
 

MOE GEOGRAPHY CONTEXT – Many areas along the River Severn are threatened with flooding. The situation has been getting worse over the 

last decade. Farmers have lost livestock, homes have been flooded, vehicles have been swept off the road and yet there are plans to continue to 
build on the flood plane.  The Flood Defence Team must find out why the river is flooding so badly: what, if anything can be done to protect the 
land, and what will happen if more building take place alongside the river. Time is running out. The weather is getting worse. The flood season is 
on the way…  



 

MORDA KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER RIVERS YEAR 4/5  

Key Vocabulary : source stream tributary, meander, estuary, delta, mouth, oxbow lake meandering delta, mouth, waterfall, flooding, water cycle  

 

 



 

 


