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 Pupils should be taught to: 
Describe the movement of 
the Earth and other planets 
relative to the sun in the 
solar system. 
Describe the movement of 
the moon relative to the 
Earth. 
Describe the sun, Earth and 
moon as approximately 
spherical bodies. 
Use the idea of the Earth’s 

rotation to explain day and 

night and the apparent 

movement of the sun across 

the sky. 
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Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars are rocky planets.  They are 
mostly made up of metal and rock.  Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune are mostly made up of gases (helium and 
hydrogen) although they do have cores made up of rock and 
metal. 

 
Enquiry Types    

Research: flat/spherical 
Earth, geocentric and 
heliocentric models of the 
solar system. Name all of 
the planets. Describe the 
Sun, Earth and Moon as 
approximately spherical 
bodies by understanding 
how this knowledge has 
been attained.  
Research: Describe the 
movement of the Earth, and 
other planets, relative to 
the Sun in the solar system 
by learning the order of the 

Common Misconceptions 

There are stars in our Solar System other than our Sun. 
The Earth is the centre of the Solar System about which the other 
objects revolve. 
The Solar System is the same as our Galaxy. 
The Earth is the largest object in the Solar System 
The Sun is not a star. 
The Solar System only includes the Sun, planets, and our Moon. 
Planets cannot be seen without a telescope. 
Planets appear in the same place every night. 
Mars is hot. 
Mars is larger than the Earth. 
All planets have rocky surfaces. 
 



plants and how they move 
in the solar system. 
Research - Use the idea of 
the Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and night and 
the apparent movement of 
the Sun across the sky by 
predicting night and day in 
different places on Earth.  
Research - Report and 
present findings from 
enquiries, including 
conclusions, in oral and 
written forms. 
Identifying – Identify 
scientific evidence that has 
been used to support or 
refute ideas or arguments in 
the context of how ideas 
changed from a flat earth 
view.  
Observing over time: Day 
and night (changing position 
of the Earth in relation to 
the sun). 

 


