
MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Knowledge Organiser: Year 5 and 6 Autumn term 2021 

Studying the work of Islam.  
 

Key Skills Art Areas of study: Y5 and 6 
 

Key questions  

 
Investigating and Exploring 

Year 5 
Make drawings in a sketchbook and record observations of a range of artefacts and images 

studied annotating work and commenting on distinctive features.  

Year 6 
Use a wide range of visual techniques and secondary sources of information to support the 

development of projects 

Identify how artists, designers and craft workers, from different cultures and historical 

periods, develop, express and represent their ideas, and how they will use this in their own 

work. 

 

Practical knowledge and art history: Look at the Islamic artwork and study the 

history behind the three main designs (Geometric/Arabesque/ Calligraphy). Discuss 

the influences and encourage pupils to create an opinion of the Ancient Islamic 

artwork. 

Fluency: Practice creating geometric and arabesque designs? 

Expression: Explore the question ‘what is art?’ Is it modern, contemporary or 

traditional? What makes an artist? What makes art? 

Authenticity: How does the Ancient Islamic work influence my own work?  
 

Drawing 
Year 5 

Use an increasing range of visual and tactile techniques for example lines and marks e.g. 

direct, meandering, accidental and intentional. 

Year 6 
Apply appropriate visual and tactile techniques to suit the intended purpose. 

Use a wide range of techniques to create a range of effects. 

Use and combine a variety of drawing and graphic materials, tools and processes, working in a 

range of scales e.g. pens, pencils, charcoal, pastels, inks, computer packages. 

 

Fluency: 

How will you use line in your work to create intricate designs?  

How will you use circles in your work to create intricate designs?  

How will you use stars in your work to create intricate designs?  

How can I use a ruler to create design? 

How can a use a compass to create design? 

 

Painting 

Year 5 
Use a wide range of painting techniques to create different effects.  

Use knowledge of colour families to create contrast. 

Create light and dark tones. 

 

Year 6 
Select and apply a wide range of appropriate painting techniques, giving reasons for choices.  

Use paint to represent objects in different ways, e.g. to show light that comes from more 

than one source, etc.  

Use a range of brushstrokes to indicate changes in shape and form. 

Practical knowledge and art history: What influenced the Muslims designs? What 

colours did they use?  

Fluency:  Which colours work best together? 

Expression: What feeling do you want to create in your work?  

Authenticity: How has the Ancient Islamic designs influenced your piece? Which 

other artist have you used to influence your work? 
 

Key Vocabulary: Modern, contemporary, traditional, tone, shading, contrast, perspective, foreground, background,  

Art Critique Vocabulary: subtle, contrasting, muted, flat, light, dark, flowing, delicate, bold, shadow, sensory, dramatic, stillness 



 

Practical element of art: Sketching and drawing 

Theoretical element: History behind the Islamic designs  

Disciplinary element: Sketching and drawing 

Fluency: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art History -  For a culture and religion that spread over so many centuries, areas, and empires, the unique identity of Islamic art is truly remarkable. Islam binds culturally and 

ethnically diverse groups of people, and its art follows suit, featuring intrinsically unifying characteristics. One of these characteristics is the preference for decorating all surfaces, 

especially with tile. 

Most Islamic countries were using tile to decorate important buildings such as mosques, holy shrines, palaces, graves, and religious colleges by the ninth century. Today, decorative 

tiles are a tradition in virtually all Islamic countries, and the impact of Islamic tile is evident in its continued use in modern western applications. 

The Met Museum explains that Islamic art is defined by the opposition to the depiction of human and animal forms. Islam holds that the ability to create living forms is unique to 

God, who is called “musawwir” or “maker of forms” in the Qur’an. 

This aniconism forced Muslims to find different designs as a means for self-expression. As a result, many Islamic decorations feature stylized motifs and either interlacing patterns 

(such as geometric designs or arabesques) or calligraphy — or a combination. 

 

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/orna/hd_orna.htm
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Islamic_tiles
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/figs/hd_figs.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/aniconism

