
MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Knowledge Organiser: Year 5 and 6 Autumn term 2022 

Studying the work of Michelle Reader.  
 

Key Skills Art Areas of study: Y5 and 6 
 

Key questions  

 
Investigating and Exploring 

Year 5 
Make drawings in a sketchbook and record observations of a range of artefacts and images 

studied annotating work and commenting on distinctive features.  

 

Collect, examine, select and use resource materials to inform thinking and contribute to the 

development of ideas. 

 

Year 6 
Use a wide range of visual techniques and secondary sources of information to support the 

development of projects 

 

Identify how artists, designers and craft workers, from different cultures and historical 

periods, develop, express and represent their ideas, and how they will use this in their own 

work. 

 

Who is Michelle Reader? 

What do you think the artist is trying to achieve in this work? 

What do you like about her work? 

What do you dislike about her work? 

How do you think she has created the piece of art? 

Is it modern, contemporary or traditional?  

How does the wooden mannequin correspond to an actual human body? 

How can the wooden mannequin help with my sculpture? 
 

Drawing 
Year 5 

Use an increasing range of visual and tactile techniques for example lines and marks e.g. 

direct, meandering, accidental and intentional. 

 

Create a composition showing more than one figure. 

Year 6 
Apply appropriate visual and tactile techniques to suit the intended purpose. 

Use a wide range of techniques to create a range of effects. 

Use and combine a variety of drawing and graphic materials, tools and processes, working in a 

range of scales e.g. pens, pencils, charcoal, pastels, inks, computer packages. 

 

Can I make several sketches each with a different pose? 

 

 



3D modelling 

Year 5  

Create free-standing 3D models using different materials.  

 

Mix and combine a range of different materials and tools to create surface texture and 

impressions.  

 

Create effective relief and radiating patterns.  

 

Year 6  

Create increasingly complex 3D forms using a wide range of materials.  

 

Use a wide range of techniques to join, combine and shapes   

 

Mix and combine a range of materials to create effective 3D models and collage. 

What materials can I use to represent various limbs and joints? 

How can effectively join them together? 

Which materials can I use to create a different texture? 

What is the purpose of my sculpture? 

What is my figure doing or trying to portray? 

Key Vocabulary: Environmental issues, figurative art, proportion, recyclable, sculpture, Venus figurines, contemporary  

Art Critique Vocabulary: subtle, contrasting, light, dark, flowing, sensory, dramatic, stillness 

https://www.michelle-reader.co.uk/artist-profile.html 

Michelle has a BA in Fine Art and an MA in Scenography. She relocated from London to Nottinghamshire in 2017 and is now based 

at the Harley Foundation Workshops in Welbeck just to the north of Sherwood Forest. She makes unique figurative recycled 

sculptures from household and industrial waste combined with found objects sourced from charity shops and reclamation yards.  

Her sculptures sometimes have mechanical elements, using the working parts of old toys, clocks or other objects.  She often runs 

workshops for festivals, galleries and schools creating sculptures and installations from scrap materials. She also creates props, 

sculptures and models for theatre, product launches, events and photo shoots. 

https://www.michelle-reader.co.uk/artist-profile.html


 

 

 
Seven wasted men 

Recycled sculptures.  Seven life-size figures made out of scrap wood and household waste. 

 

These were commissioned by Cambridgeshire County Council in March 2006, as part of their Waste Reduction Campaign. They 

represent the fact that according to recent statistics we each produce seven times our own body weight each year in waste.  

Each one is created to the actual dimensions and with the physical characteristics of a real person, and Michelle used three 

weeks' worth of each person's own rubbish to make them. 

 

 


