
MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Knowledge Organiser: Year 5 and 6 Summer term 2022 

Studying the work of Maria Sibyalla Merian.  
 

Key Skills Art Areas of study: Y5 and 6 
 

Key questions  

 
Investigating and Exploring 

Year 5 
Make drawings in a sketchbook and record observations of a range of artefacts and images 

studied annotating work and commenting on distinctive features.  

 

Collect, examine, select and use resource materials to inform thinking and contribute to the 

development of ideas. 

 

Year 6 
Use a wide range of visual techniques and secondary sources of information to support the 

development of projects 

 

Identify how artists, designers and craft workers, from different cultures and historical 

periods, develop, express and represent their ideas, and how they will use this in their own 

work. 

 

Who is Maria Sibyalla Merian? 

What do you think the artist is trying to achieve in this work? 

What do you like about her work? 

What do you dislike about her work? 

How do you think she has created the piece of art? 

Is it modern, contemporary or traditional?  
 

Drawing 
Year 5 

Use an increasing range of visual and tactile techniques for example lines and marks e.g. 

direct, meandering, accidental and intentional. 

 

Create a composition showing more than one figure. 

Year 6 
Apply appropriate visual and tactile techniques to suit the intended purpose. 

Use a wide range of techniques to create a range of effects. 

Use and combine a variety of drawing and graphic materials, tools and processes, working in a 

range of scales e.g. pens, pencils, charcoal, pastels, inks, computer packages. 

 

Have I considered my composition of the botanic and insects life cycle? 

 

 



Painting 

Year 5 
Use a wide range of painting techniques to create different effects.  

Use knowledge of colour families to create contrast. 

Create light and dark tones. 

 

Year 6 
Select and apply a wide range of appropriate painting techniques, giving reasons for choices.  

Use paint to represent objects in different ways, e.g. to show light that comes from more 

than one source, etc.  

Use a range of brushstrokes to indicate changes in shape and form. 

Which colours work best for scientific illustrations?  

How accurate do you need to be for scientific illustrations? 
 

Key Vocabulary: Modern, contemporary, traditional, tone, shading, Botanical Artist, Entomologist, Illustration, Life cycle, 

Metamorphosis, Naturalist, Scientific illustrator 

Art Critique Vocabulary: subtle, contrasting, muted, flat, light, dark, flowing, delicate, bold, shadow, sensory, dramatic, stillness 

https://www.botanicalartandartists.com/about-maria-sibylla-merian.html 

 

 

 

• Before the printer was invented around 1455, early Medieval illustrations were hand picked one-offs – books were the 

privilege of the wealthy. 

• Before the development of technology such as photography  and the internet, illustrated books were the only format for 

passing on visual information. 

• Maria Sibylla Merian was an entomologist, naturalist, botanical artist and a scientific illustrator.  

• Merian’s work is increasingly valued for its contributions to scientific history as well as her illustrations being objects of 

artistic value. 

https://www.botanicalartandartists.com/about-maria-sibylla-merian.html


 

 

• Merian was fascinated by the subject metamorphosis – which was not fully understood at the time. 

• Merian’s illustrations were the first to depict the holistic life cycle of a creature, often including significant elements of the 

habitat and food of the subject, all in a single composition. 

• Merian made a brave expedition to Suriname in South America and produced extensive illustrations and notes on tropical 

species there. 

 


